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Government Contracts Group Of The Year: Fried Frank 

By Chuck Stanley 

Law360, New York (February 6, 2017, 1:20 PM EST) -- Offering a broad range of services and a Wall 
Street-minded approach, Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson's government contracts group stormed 
to Law360 Practice Group of the Year honors, advising on high-profile M&A deals, False Claims Act 
litigation and nearly 20 bid disputes. 

Highlights of Fried Frank’s government contracts work in 2016 
included representing Leidos Holdings Inc. in its $4.5 billion 
acquisition of Lockheed Martin’s information systems and global 
solutions business, and defending Wells Fargo Bank NA in a federal 
FCA action alleging fraud in its Federal Housing Administration-
insured mortgage underwriting activities, which settled in April. 
 
Jerry Howe, partner resident in Fried Frank’s government contracts 
practice, says a focus on clients’ business imperatives is what makes 
the firm stand out among its competitors. 
 
“We are fundamentally a Wall Street firm,” he told Law360. “This is really our identity more than almost 
any other firm in the space.” 
 
Fried Frank’s expertise and general focus on corporate transactions, Howe says, gives it a unique 
perspective when advising government contractor clients, with a focus on bottom-line impacts from bid 
protests, FCA litigation and federal civil litigation. 
 
Howe says clients have expressed appreciation for the practice’s calm approach, realistic assessment of 
risk and its ability to avoid becoming overly distracted from the issues that most impact them. 
 
“That focus [on business] helps you understand what’s important and what’s material,” Howe says. “You 
have a sense of what really matters.” 
 
Fried Frank’s focus on mergers and acquisitions was on display during its work advising Leidos on the 
Lockheed Martin transaction, which was the largest deal in the government services space in 2016 and 
which created the largest contractor in the space. 
 
Due diligence on the deal was extensive, Howe said, adding that major acquisitions of this sort are 
generally more complex from the buy side. 
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“At the outset in these deals, the seller knows what it has and the only thing it’s trying to get is money. 
But the seller doesn’t know what it’s getting,” he said. 
 
Other major M&A deals the firm counseled on include Goldman Sachs’ joint acquisition of GCA Services 
Group Inc. with Thomas H. Lee Partners, closed in March. GCA Services, with more than 37,000 
employees, provides cleaning services to roughly 900 clients in the U.S., including classified facilities. 
 
Howe says the firm’s deep bench of experienced lawyers allows it to advise repeat clients on a broad 
variety of issues in the government contracts space. 
 
Fried Frank boasts multiple employees with top-secret clearance, a fact that gave at least one of the 
firm’s clients a leg up in a bid dispute last year, where the firm was able to obtain details about an 
upcoming classified transaction that wound up affecting the outcome of the dispute. 
 
The firm advised on a number of bid protests over contracts worth hundreds of millions of dollars in 
2016. It successfully defended SAIC Inc.’s $485 million award of a NASA information technology support 
services contract from a protest by competitor CACI Enterprise Solutions Inc. That protest was denied in 
April. 
 
The firm also defended Technica Corp. from multiple protests over a $225 million contract award for 
high-end, classified IT support for the U.S. Air Force. The protests were denied in October. 
 
In addition to the company’s defense of Wells Fargo in its high-profile FCA action, Fried Frank won 
affirmation at the Tenth Circuit of a favorable district court decision for Black & Veatch, in a suit that 
raised multiple issues, including the question of what constitutes a “legally” false certification, the issue 
of materiality and the measurement of damages for claims where all contracted-for goods and services 
have been delivered. 
 
--Editing by Mark Lebetkin. 
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